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A3.  MEMORANDUM DOCUMENTING GUIDANCE TO INVESTIGATORS ON 
CONTROLLING INFORMATION 

MEMO FOR RECORD 

10 Oct 15 

1. The members, whose names and signatures appear below, of the safety team formed to
investigate the mishap on 2 Oct 15 involving a C-130J have been advised by Brig Gen 

 of the following: 

a. This investigation is being conducted under the provisions of AFI 91-204 for the
purpose of mishap prevention within the United States Air Force and to determine all 
factors relating to the mishap in order to prevent future mishaps.  

b. It is very important that the investigating team avoid: tainting potential witnesses for
this or any subsequent investigation; contributing to speculation about mishap causes; or 
releasing potentially offensive images to friends and/or families of those involved in a 
mishap.  

c. All information, privileged or not, collected by safety investigators, will not be
released outside safety channels except in accordance with AFI 91-204 or upon approval 
of the CA.  The SIB president is the final point of release for all information (including 
electronic/digital media, photographs, etc.) from the safety investigation. 

2. We understand and acknowledge the guidelines for controlling information collected by
safety investigators.  We understand unauthorized release of safety privilege information is 
punishable under Article 92(1), UCMJ, and may be grounds for disciplinary actions according to 
civilian personnel regulations, or may lead to contract actions. 

SIB/BP





SIGNED





SIGNED





SIGNED
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D3.  ADDITIONAL AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE RECORDS 
No data available. 

D4.  MAINTENANCE RECORDS FROM OTHER INVOLVED EQUIPMENT 
No data available. 
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F2.  ACTUAL WEATHER OBSERVATIONS AND CONDITIONS FOR EVENT 
Per the tower transcript (see Tab N), landing weather was provided at 1834Z as altimeter setting 
30.01, temperature +22 C, winds 290/3.  At 1948Z the crew was cleared for takeoff and given 
winds 220/3 with no other weather updates.  The Staff Weather Officer (SWO) at OAJL uses the 
TMQ-53 Tactical Meteorological Observing System.  The controllers in the tower access the 
weather information on the Joint Environmental Toolkit (JET) website. 
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G3.  MAINTENANCE TRAINING RECORDS 
No data available. 

G4.  OTHER PERSONNEL EVALUATION AND TRAINING RECORDS. 
No data available. 
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Ohm’s Law.  When the slider is fully retracted, the output voltage is at a maximum and conversely 
when the slider is fully extended the output voltage is at a minimum.  The mishap aircraft’s elevator 
transducer voltage is plotted below.  Bench tests confirm that this transducer was functioning 
properly along the entire length of travel needed to record elevator position. 
 

 
 

Figure 2. Mishap Aircraft Elevator Transducer Voltage-Displacement Curve 
 
The output voltage signal is taken from the wiper terminal of the sliding contact and monitored by 
Bus Adapter Unit – Type 2 (BAU2) number 3.  Finally, BAU2 number 3 conditions the voltage into 
a signal that the mission computer translates into a data word that the DFDR uses to record elevator 
position.  If the signal voltage is out of limits, the BAU2 reports elevator position as -64 degrees, an 
error code that registers a transducer system malfunction within the mission computer. 
 
DFDR data from the flight preceding the mishap sortie indicates that BAU2 number 3 was able to 
successfully reconcile elevator position while the mishap aircraft was on the ground.  However, there 
was an anomaly within the avionics suite that prevented BAU2 number 3 from successfully 
recording elevator position while airborne.  Upon landing at the forward operating base, BAU2 
number 3 reacquired the elevator transducer signal which remained within limits until the aircraft 
impacted the ground. 
 
An in-depth analysis of the elevator transducer data indicates the signal degradation was tied to 
flight.  In the graph below from the flight prior to the mishap sortie, it is plainly visible that the 
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Figure 5. Elevator Boost Pack Location 

 
The report confirms that the elevator boost pack from the mishap aircraft operates as designed 
through its entire range of motion.  However, in the strict interpretation of technical data the boost 
pack failed the test due to external fluid leakage. 
 
309th CMXG technicians noted that the external leakage rate for the boost pack was 34 drops per 
minute after 100 cycles which fails the limit of six (6) drops per minute.  However, at the crash site, 
it was noted that the aluminum ribs in close proximity to the boost pack were melted.  Since 
aluminum melts at 1221˚F, it is safe to assume that temperatures around the boost pack were in 
excess of 1221˚F.  Exposure to this extreme temperature would have degraded the hydraulic seals to 
the point where 34 drops per minute is a reasonable expectation for the condition of the boost pack at 
the time of test. 
 
CONCLUSIONS: The mishap aircraft’s hydraulic boost pack mechanically functioned as designed 
after exposure to extreme temperatures.  There is no indication of binding along the entire length of 
travel.  It is reasonable to conclude that the elevator boost pack was functioning as designed during 
the mishap sortie. 
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K1.7.  NAVIGATION LOG 
Note: All handwriting and highlighting made prior to collection by ISB. 
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L1.  PARAMETRIC DATA 

L2.  AUDIO RECORDINGS 
Cockpit Voice Recorder (CVR) audio can be found in the file attachments named: 

L3.  VIDEO RECORDINGS 
No data available. 

[Per AFI 51-503, paragraph 8.3.12, CVR audio is not included.]

[Parametric data is summarized at L4.]
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L4.  REPORTS GENERATED UTILIZING PARAMETRIC DATA 
The following graphs and the attachment titled “FDR_Last_Session.xlsx” were generated from 
the FDR data. 
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N1.  COCKPIT VOICE RECORDING TRANSCRIPTS 
LEGEND 

: Aircraft Commander (Left Seat) 

: Copilot (Right Seat) 

ML1: Loadmaster 1 

ML2: Loadmaster 2 

ACAWS: Automated Caution And Warning System 

TOWER: Jalalabad Control Tower 

N1.1. TRANSCRIPT OF RECORDING DURING GROUND OPERATIONS 
[Starting at time 1:01:36 of the recording.] 

: JAF tower, Torque 62 is going to be turning right on Alpha ramp. 

Tower: Torque 62, roger 

: Tell them be advised, there’s like fireworks a little bit left of centerline, about uhh just 

right outside the gate. Or it’s fireworks or something, something sparkly. 

: Alright 

: Tell em 

: JAF Tower, be advised, we saw some fireworks or something to that effect, just out uh to 

the left of center line outside the wire 

: (During tower call) Outboards 

: Outboards 

Tower: Torque 62, Roger, thank you sir. 

: Alright, clear on the right side 

: ERO checklist, clear ramp and door 

: ERO checklist, APU is spinning 

: Crew briefing 

: ERO through the ramp and door, six off 

: Clear on the right, I’ll watch the K-loader.  Should be far enough back though 

(Inaudible Kingpin call) 

: Alright, APU is up 

: Switching AP.. 

: Switching APU 
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[1:07:45 of the recording]
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: Just a new message, or…? 

: Yeah, a new message. Yeah, click that one.  

: K 

: Yeah and the destination JU up on the top left should say seven thousand two seven. 

: Yup. 

: Tell them, just say, pilot side’s, uh, vowels are out, but it means explosion and outside. 

: Pilot side, what? 

: Do you see the message below it, the blue one? 

: Yeah.  

: Fireworks were outside the aircraft, left of centerline 

: Yeah, just say “explosion, and “t” “s” “d” is outside, outside of base to the left side of 

center line. Yeah. 

: Sent. 

: (reading message back) (Laughing) We don’t speak JSTAR (laughs). They came back and 

said “we don’t speak JSTAR” 

: (laughs) . 

: What’s “explosion”? That’s what they wanted to know, what that meant. What is “e” 

“s”….”e” “x” “l” “s” “n” mean. 

: To clear this all out just hit clear? 

: Yeah. Clear. Just say “e” “x” “l” “s” “n” equals explosion. 
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: Yeah. Yeah I don’t know what it is, my right side keys aren’t working. 

: See if that’ll work. 

.  

: We’ll…we’ll have to watch that uh Humvee if it sits there when we taxi but I think…Oh, 

he’s moving back more. 

(inaudible mumbling) 

: What are you doing truck?  

(Inaudible radio chatter) 

ML1: Hey, we’re getting five over five 

: Cool. Are they in the back of the airplane yet? Uhh, you want to poke your head back there 

and see what’s going on?  

: Alright. 

: Just so you can learn, whatever.  And whenever the…they start loading like the third pallet 

I can get papa lima. 

: So, I talked to AMD and they said we’ve got ERO’s all night. 

: No, not EROs.  (Talking over ) Not EROs- EGO. Early go.  Early go! 

: EGO.  EGO’s, do we have to…do we have to keep asking for them?  

: Yeah, no when we get ahead then we don’t have to... we will have to start asking for them. 

: Yeah. Heading back there. 

: 1820 to 1845 

(Inaudible radio chatter) 

ML1: What’s up man? 

: Yo, is that..is that all it is, 20 tons? 
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ML1: Yeah, plus another thousand pounds pax 

: Uh, we’re going to be  close. 

ML1: Yeah, let me finish punching it in here. 

: Ok. Yeah, takeoff wise we’re like on the  border. 

ML1: Yeah. 

: So, it’s going to be an AMAX takeoff probably. 

(Inaudible radio chatter) 

ML1: There you go, I’ve got it updated in the computer.  

: Cool. So, 40.3. That’s  heavy as . 

ML1: Yeah. We’re at 28.6 MAC.  

(Inaudible radio chatter) 

: Hey, do you know what the cargo is? 

ML1: Uh, it’s the same thing as we had before, just some tall  things 

: Some big conex 

ML1: Yeah. Five of them.  

ML1: So uh normally whenever it’s over like 30,000 pounds give or take we have to input the 

rest into the pay load, but from what I’m looking at here… 

: Yeah, so some of the aircraft….some of the aircraft have the new software and you don’t 

have to do that. 

ML1: Oh. 

: So, a good way to check is just go to your index, weight page and see if it shows up. 

ML1: Sweet. 

: Good. 

ML1: Awesome. 

: Awesome. 

ML2: Are we going to be able to take it all? 

: Uh, I’m working numbers. 

ML1: Ok, cool. 

: It’s…it’s close. 

(Inaudible radio talk for multiple minutes) 

*Ding Ding*
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ML1: Still figuring things out up there? 

: What’s up? 

ML1: Still figuring things out up there? 

: Yeah, we’re good. 

ML1: We’re good to take it? 

: Yeah.  

ML1: Ok, cool. Alright cool, we’ll start loading. 

: We’ll be in Area C the whole time. 

ML1: Ok. 

(Inaudible radio talk) 

ML1: So with that, you’re just putting numbers in the computer seeing if the plane could handle 

it right now or something or what? 

: Well, it can handle it right now, it’s for the landing. I was trying to calculate what we were 

going to land with fuel wise, because we’re going to, if we burn like 2,000 more pounds of fuel, 

it burns into Area E. 

ML1: Gotcha, okay. So fuel burn and.. 

: Yeah 

ML1: And our weight there.  Ok, cool. 

: Yea, yeah, So, that was…that was the only thing. 

ML1: Gotcha. 

: We got….we got the runway by, like, 750 feet, so… 

ML1: Cool, alright man, I’m going to help them out.  

: Cool. See ya. 

(Inaudible radio chatter) 
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: Cool. Ready to go?  

: Uh, so… I can brief on the way  

: No, you can keep going, I’m not going to rush you. What’s FUSS? 

: FUSS is going to be uh,  167. 

: Yeah, way up there. 

: Alright, so 167, best climb of 173, we’ve got a one knot crosswind. Uh AMFLMETO 

distance 4206, we’ve got what 65 here. 6460. Ok, we’re showing a gross weight of 154.2, max 

gross weight right now is showing 175 brake energy 175. So we’re good on that. Normal up to 

162.4 for three engines, so we’re good. That’s at 152.  Now look at two engine type stuff.  

: We’re good. One the way back, we’re not good. But we’ll…Hey, load? Load? Load? 

Loadmaster? Loadmaster? 

: Operations taxi is standard here….talked about that… 

ML1: Ready for taxi 

: Hey, I need, are any of the pallets jettisonable? 

ML1: Are any of them jettisonable?  

: Yeah.  

ML1: Uh, I don’t see why they wouldn’t be, they’re all uh at that super high height though. Let 

me double check the paperwork real quick. 

: Ok, uh, just because we’re….we’re in the dirt for two engine stuff.  So I just need to know 

if it is jettisonable. 

ML1: Roger that.  

: And we can’t dump fuel because we’ll be in Area E. 

: Gotcha. Emergency actions during takeoff, those will stay the same. NVG failure, still the 

same.  I’ll look under. 

: I’ll take it, I’ll take it. 

: If I have NVG…? 

: Yup. So…what…if you look under, do you think you’ll be able to see the runway? Like 

with very sparse lighting? 

: Oh gotcha. 

: So I’ll take it if you lose it, you go ahead and look under but I’ll take the takeoff. 

: Roger. Going up to…say… 15-5  
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19:46:04 2:03:59   Go emergency 
19:46:05 2:04:00 Hey! Go emergency, pilot’s controls 
19:46:06 2:04:01  It’s in emergency 
19:46:07 2:04:02 ACAWS Stall, stall 
19:46:09 2:04:04  Pilot’s controls 
19:46:10 2:04:05   Pilot’s controls 
19:46:11 2:04:06   Oh 
19:46:12 2:04:07 ACAWS Right rudder 
19:46:12 2:04:07   Oh 
19:46:13 2:04:08   Hey 
19:46:14 2:04:09 ML2 What’s going on  
19:46:15 2:04:10 Hey, were going down 
19:46:16 2:04:11 We’re going down 
19:46:16 2:04:11 ACAWS *Whoop Whoop* 
19:46:17 2:04:12 We’re going down 
--END TRANSMISSION-- 
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N3.  COMMAND AND CONTROL TRANSCRIPTS 
No data available. 

N4.  OTHER AVAILABLE TRANSCRIPTS 
No data available. 
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O1.  DOCUMENTS OR RECORDS REVIEWED BY THE SIB 
T.O. 1C-130J-1 ......................Flight Manual USAF Series C-130J Aircraft (1 July 2011)  
T.O. 1C-130J-1CL-1 ..............Flight Crew Checklist Pilot USAF Series C-130J Aircraft 

(1 July 2011) 
T.O. 1C-130J-1-4 ...................Communication/Navigation/Identification-Management 

System (CNI-MS) operation Manual USAF Series C-130J 
Aircraft (1 July2011) 

T.O. 1C-130J-2-00FR-00-1.. Fault Reporting Systems 21 Through 27 USAF C-130J 
Series Aircraft (15 January 2004) 

T.O. 1C-130J-2-00FR-00-2.. Fault Reporting Systems 28 Through 34 USAF C-130J 
Series Aircraft (15 January 2004) 

T.O. 1C-130J-2-00FR-00-3.. Fault Reporting Systems 35 Through 99 USAF C-130J 
Series Aircraft (15 January 2004) 

T.O. 1C-130J-2-00GV-00-1.. General Vehicle Manual USAF C-130J Series Aircraft (15 
January 2004) 

T.O. 1C-130J-2-00WD-00-1. Airplane Wiring Diagrams USAF C-130J Series Aircraft 
(15 January 2004) 

T.O. 1C-130J-2-22FI-00-1… FAULT ISOLATION ORGANIZATIONAL 
MAINTENANCE            DIGITAL 
AUTOPILOT/FLIGHT DIRECTOR SYSTEM FAULT 
CODES 220XXXX - 225XXXX USAF C-130J SERIES 
AIRCRAFT (15 Jan 2004) 

T.O. 1C-130J-2-22GS-00-1.. General System Digital Autopilot Flight Director System 
USAF C-130J Series Aircraft (15 January 2004) 

T.O. 1C-130J-2-24GS-00-1.. General System Electrical System USAF C-130J Series 
Aircraft (15 January 2004) 

T.O. 1C-130J-2-24JG-20-1.. Job Guide Electrical System Ac Power USAF C-130J Series 
Aircraft (15 July 2004) 

T.O. 1C-130J-2-27FI-00-1… FAULT ISOLATION ORGANIZATIONAL 
MAINTENANCE MECHANICAL FLIGHT CONTROLS 
FAULT CODES 270XXXX - 278XXXX USAF C-130J 
SERIES AIRCRAFT (15 Jan 2004) 

T.O. 1C-130J-2-27GS-00-1.. Tech MNL - General System - Flight Control Systems, 
USAF C-13OJ Series Aircraft (15 January 2004) 

T.O. 1C-130J-2-27JG-00-1… JOB GUIDE FLIGHT CONTROLS GENERAL 
MAINTENANCE USAF C-130J SERIES AIRCRAFT (15 
Jan 2004) 

T.O. 1C-130J-2-27JG-30-1… TECH MNL - JOB GUIDE - FLIGHT CONTROLS 
ELEVATOR CONTROL, USAF C-13OJ SERIES 
AIRCRAFT (15 Jan 2004) 

T.O. 1C-130J-2-27JG-30-2… TECH MNL - JOB GUIDE - FLIGHT CONTROLS 
ELEVATOR TRIM, USAF C-13OJ SERIES AIRCRAFT 
(15 Jan 2004) 

T.O. 1C-130J-2-27JG-30-3… TECH MNL - JOB GUIDE - FLIGHT CONTROLS 
STALL WARNING, USAF C-130J SERIES AIRCRAFT 
(15 Jan 2004) 
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T.O. 1C-130J-2-31FI-00-1… Fault Isolation Organizational Maintenance Indicating And 
Recording Systems Fault Codes 310XXXX - 313XXXX 
USAF C-130J Series Aircraft (15 January 2004) 

T.O. 1C-130J-2-31GS-00-1.. General System Indicating And Recording SYSTEMS 
USAF C-130J Series Aircraft (15 January 2004) 

T.O. 1C-130J-2-31GS-00-2...Technical Manual General System Indicating And 
Recording Advisory, Caution, And Warning System 
(ACAWS) USAF C-130J Series Aircraft (1 July 2009) 

T.O. 1C-130J-2-31JG-10-1…Job Guide Indicating And Recording Control Panels USAF 
C-130J Series Aircraft (15 January 2004) 

T.O. 1C-130J-2-31JG-30-1… TECH MNL - JOB GUIDE - INDICATING AND 
RECORDING SYSTEM RECORDERS, USAF C-130J 
SERIES AIRCRAFT (15 Jan 2004) 

T.O. 1C-130J-2-32GS-00-1…Technical Manual General System Landing Gear USAF C-
130J Series Aircraft (15 January 2004) 

T.O. 1C-130J-2-32JG-00-1…Job Guide Landing Gear General Maintenance USAF C-
130J Series Aircraft (15 January 2004) 

T.O. 1C-130J-2-32JG-60-1…Job Guide Landing Gear Position And Warning USAF C-
130J Series Aircraft (15 January 2004) 

T.O. 1C-130J-2-34GS-00-1…General System Navigation Systems USAF C-130J Series 
Aircraft (15 January 2004) 

T.O. 1C-130J-2-34JG-10-1…Job Guide Navigation Pitot-Static, Distributed Air Data 
System, Radar Altimeter, Standby Instruments And Angle 
Of Attack Sensor USAF C-130J Series Aircraft (15 January 
2004) 

T.O. 1C-130J-2-36GS-00-1…Tech Mnl - General System - Pneumatics, USAF C-130J 
Series Aircraft (15 January 2004) 

T.O. 1C-130J-2-36JG-00-1…Job Guide Pneumatics USAF C-130J Series Aircraft (15 
January 2004) 

T.O. 1C-130J-2-45GS-00-1…General System Data Transfer and Diagnostic System 
USAF C-130J Series Aircraft (5 January 2011) 

T.O. 1C-130J-2-45JG-30-1…Job Guide Data Transfer and Diagnostic System USAF C-
130J Series Aircraft (1 July 2011) 

T.O. 1C-130J-2-46GS-00-1…Tech MNL - General System - System Integration and 
Display, USAF C-130J Series Aircraft (15 January 2004) 

T.O. 1C-130J-2-52GS-00-1…General System Structural Doors USAF C-130J Series 
Aircraft (15 January 2004) 

T.O. 1C-130J-2-52JG-00-1…Job Guide Structural Doors General Maintenance USAF C-
130J Series Aircraft (15 January 2004) 

T.O. 1C-130J-2-53JG-00-1…Tech MNL - Job Guide - Fuselage Structure, USAF C-130J 
Series Aircraft (15 January 2004) 

T.O. 1C-130J-2-71FI-00-1… Tech MNL - Fault Isolation Org Maint - Power Plant Fault 
Codes 710XXXX - 717XXXX, USAF C-130J Series 
Aircraft (15 July 2005) 
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T.O. 1C-130J-2-77FI-00-1… Fault Isolation Organizational Maintenance Engine 
Indicating Fault Codes 770XXXX - 775XXXX USAF C-
130J Series Aircraft (15 July 2005) 

T.O. 1C-130J-2-79FI-00-1… Fault Isolation Organizational Maintenance Engine Oil 
Fault Codes 790XXXX - 793XXXX USAF C-130J Series 
Aircraft (15 July 2005) 

T.O. 1C-130J-2-79JG-00-1… Job Guide Power Plant Engine Oil USAF C-130J Series 
Aircraft (15 January 2004) 

T.O. 1C-130J-4-27-1………. Illustrated Parts Breakdown Organizational Maintenance 
Flight Controls USAF C-130J Series Aircraft (1 January 
2012) 

T.O. 1C-130J-4-31-1………. Illustrated Parts Breakdown Organizational Maintenance 
Indicating and Recording USAF C-130J Series Aircraft (1 
January 2012) 

T.O. 1C-130J-4-34-1………. Illustrated Parts Breakdown Organizational Maintenance 
Navigation USAF C-130J Series Aircraft (1 January 2012) 

T.O. 1C-130J-4-46-1………...Illustrated Parts Breakdown Organizational Maintenance 
System Integration and Display USAF C-130J Series 
Aircraft (1 January 2012) 

T.O. 1C-130J-4-79-1………. Illustrated Parts Breakdown Organizational Maintenance 
Engine Oil USAF C-130J Series Aircraft (1 Jul 2011) 

T.O. 1C-130(C)J-5-2 ..............Loading Data Manual USAF Series C-130J(Long) Aircraft 
(1 July 2011) 

T.O. 1C-130(C)J-1-1 ..............Flight Manual Performance Data USAF Series C-130J 
(Long) Aircraft (1 July 2011) 

T.O. 1C-130J-6……………. Aircraft Scheduled Inspection and Maintenance 
Requirements USAF C-130J Series Aircraft (1 January 
2012) 

T.O. 1C-130J-6WC-10……….Work Cards Preflight/Thruflight/Postflight/Combined 
Pre/Postflight Inspection USAF Series C-130J Aircraft (1 
July 2011) 

T.O. 1C-130J-6WC-14…….. WORK CARDS A/B/C1/C2 CHECK INSPECTION USAF 
SERIES C-130J AIRCRAFT (1 Jul 2011) 

T.O. 1C-130J-9 ......................Cargo Loading Manual USAF Series C-130J Aircraft (1 
July 2011)  

T.O. 1C-130J-1000………… INSPECTION OF FLIGHT CONTROL TRANSDUCERS 
ON SELECTED C-130J AIRCRAFT (15 Aug 2015) 

            AFI 00-20-1………………..  Aerospace Equipment Maintenance Inspection, 
                                                 Documentation, Policies, and Procedures (15 June 2013) 
AFI 11-2C-130JV1 ................C-130J Aircrew Training (21 August 2012) 
AFI 11-2C-130JV3 ................Flying Operations (8 December 2009) 
AFI 11-2C-130JV3 Add_A…C-130J Operations Configuration/Mission Planning (18 

November 2011) 
AFTTP 3-3.C-130J…………Combat Aircraft Fundamentals C-130J (26 March 2014) 
AFMAN 11-217V1…………Instrument Flight Procedures (22 October 2010) 

            AFI 20-101 .............................Integrated Life Cycle Management (7 March 2013) 
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CA06D0001-2015-000041… FA8504-06-D-0001-1000 CLIN 9057 – Non-Illustrated 
Parts Breakdown and Equipment List, Technical Manuals 

J12B09A128A…………….. CRITICAL ITEM PERFORMANCE SPECIFICATION 
FOR THE C-130J DIGITAL FLIGHT DATA RECORDER 
POSITION TRANSDUCER 
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DAMAGE SUMMARIES 
 
P1.  ENVIRONMENTAL CLEAN-UP COSTS ......................................................................... 2 

P2.  NON-DOD PROPERTY DAMAGE COSTS ...................................................................... 2 

P3.  ITEMIZED DOD PROPERTY DAMAGE COSTS .......................................................... 2 
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Q3.  ATTACHMENT 2: 24-HOUR CLASS A PRELIMINARY MESSAGE 
Note: The aircraft serial number was incorrectly reported as 08-005675 in this message due to 

clerical error. (Para. 6.1.2.1.) The actual serial number was 08-003174. 

PRELIMINARY REPORT 

Message Release Date: 06 OCT 2015 1515(Z) 

Classification: Unclassified 

From: United States Air Force (USAF) 
Subject: Preliminary: Class A, 02 OCT 2015, Aviation, Aircraft Flight, Aircraft/C-130J, Dyess AFB, 
AFSAS Report # 778962 

1. General Information:
1.1. AFSAS Report Number: 778962 
1.2. Convening Authority: Air Mobility Command 
1.3. Accounting MAJCOM, DRU or FOA: Air Mobility Command 
1.4. Accounting NAF: Eighteenth Air Force (Air Forces Transportation) 
1.5. Accounting Group: 317 Airlift Group 
1.6. Accounting Squadron: 39 Airlift Squadron 
1.7. Accounting Base: Dyess AFB 
1.8. Mishap Duty Status: On-Duty 

2. Mishap Date/Time:
2.1. Mishap Date, Local: 02 OCT 2015 
2.2. Mishap Time, Local: 0019 

3. Mishap Location:  Location information temporarily withheld for Operational Security

4. Narrative:
4.1. Narrative: 
On 2 Oct 2015, at approximately 1949Z, a C-130J crashed shortly after takeoff. Recovery operations are 
underway. The crew and passengers sustained fatal injuries. An interim safety board has been assembled 
and the safety investigation board is being convened. 

5. Personnel Information:
Person Number: 1 
5.1.1. Gender: Male 
5.1.2. Age: 
5.1.3. Grade: O3 
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5.1.4. Employment Status: 
5.1.4.1. Tier 1: US Air Force 
5.1.4.2. Tier 2: Regular 
5.1.5. Assigned MAJCOM: Air Mobility Command 
5.1.6. Assigned Numbered Air Force: Eighteenth Air Force (Air Forces Transportation) 
5.1.7. Assigned Group: 317 Airlift Group 
5.1.8. Assigned Squadron: 39 Airlift Squadron 
5.1.9. Assigned Base: Bagram Airfield 
5.1.10. Injury Severity: Fatal 

6. Objects Information:
Object Number: 1  
6.1.1. Object Type 
6.1.1.1. Tier 1: Aircraft 
6.1.1.2. Tier 2: C-130J 
6.1.2. Unique Object Identifiers: 
6.1.2.1. Tail Number: 08-005675 
6.1.3. Damage Description: Destroyed 
6.1.4. Owning Service: Air Force 
6.1.5. Owning MAJCOM: Air Mobility Command 
6.1.6. Owning Numbered Air Force: Eighteenth Air Force (Air Forces Transportation) 
6.1.7. Owning Group: 317 Airlift Group 
6.1.8. Owning Squadron: 39 Airlift Squadron 
6.1.9. Owning Base: Dyess AFB 

7. Interim Safety Board Personnel:
Position: Investigating Officer 
7.1.1. Name: 
7.1.2. Grade: O4 
7.1.3. Organization: 455 AEW/SE 
7.1.4 Phone(s): 
7.1.4.1. DSN: 
7.1.4.2. International: 
7.1.5. Email
Position: Recorder 
7.2.1. Name: 
7.2.2. Grade: E7 
7.2.3. Organization: 455 AEW/SEG 
7.2.4 Phone(s): 
7.2.4.1. DSN: 
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7.2.4.2. International: 
7.2.5. Email: 

8. Releasing Official:
8.1. Name: 
8.2. Grade: GS/GG - 13 
8.3. Organization: USAF/SEAC 
8.4. Email:
8.5. Phone(s): 
8.5.1. DSN: 
8.5.2. Commercial USA: 
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Q4.  ATTACHMENT 3: FILE INVENTORY 

File # Item Medium Quantity
1 Additional Information DVD 1
2 MX/QA 30 Repair and Reclamation DVD 1
3 TBA Records (7 BW) DVD 1
4 08-3174 TCTO Verify DVD 1
5 08-3174 Files "AFETS" DVD 1
6 08-3174 Additional Jacket Info. DVD 1
7 08-3174 Jacet File and Month MX Plan DVD 1
8 317 AG DEP MX 623's DVD 1
9 GO-81 Write Ups DVD 1
10 A3174 "Job History Files" DVD 1
11 #8 Debriefs Harddrive 1
12 Jacket File Harddrive 1
13 Personal Files Harddrive 1
14 ENG #1 Logbook Blue Binder 1
15 ENG #2 Logbook Blue Binder 1
16 ENG #3 Logbook Blue Binder 1
17 ENG #4 Logbook Blue Binder 1
18 Jacket File Blue accordion file 1
19 MX/QA 34 MICAP White Sleeve 1
20 MX/QA 32 AFETS RECORDS White Sleeve 1
21 MX/QA 31 TARs White Sleeve 1
22 MX/QA 36 Last 90 Day Supply Sheet White Sleeve 1
23 MX/QA 9 Crew Chief/MX Tech AF Form 6 White Sleeve 1
24 MX & QA Records White Sleeve 1
25 Engine 1-4 Log Book Blue Propeller Log Book 4
26 MX/QA 5 Aircraft Weight & Balance White Binder 1
27 MX/QA 35 Deployment Prep A/C Binder White Binder 1
28 MX/QA 33 Red AMU Deviation Sheets White Binder 1
29 #8 Debrief Folder Six Part Folder 1
30 MX/QA 1 90 Day IMDS Folder 1
31 MX/QA 17 General A/C Data F8005 Folder 1
32 MX/QA 16 AF 95 (Engine Data) Folder 1
33 MX/QA 4 Aircraft Records Jacket/Form Loose Forms Packets 14
34 Elevator Boost Pack Report Word Doc 1
35 OPS 12 - Additional ARMS Records Envelope Package 1
36 OPS 7 - AFORMS Envelope Package 1
37 OPS 11 - HARM Records Envelope Package 1
38 OPS 3 - Training Folders Envelope Package 1
39 OPS 2 - FEFs Manila Folder (w folders) 1
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Q5.  ATTACHMENT 4: LIST OF PARTS FOR ANALYSIS AND STATUS 

Item

Report

Complete Unit Location Contact

Commercial 

Phone DSN

FDR Y MAAF Kirtland AFB

CVR Y MAAF Kirtland AFB

Elevator Boost Pack Y 309th CMXQ Hill AFB

Elevator Position Transducer Y AFLCMC/WLN Robins AFB
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[Information regarding the 
disposition of remains included in 
Tab EE-14 to EE-15.]
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R2.2.  SIB NON-PRIVILEGED INTERVIEW – 7 OCT 15 ................................................. 8 
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R3.2.  SIB NON-PRIVILEGED INTERVIEW – 7 OCT 15 ............................................... 14 
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R1.2.  SIB NON-PRIVILEGED INTERVIEW – 7 OCT 15 
SIB Interview of Mr.   
Role: Tower Controller 

Jalalabad Air Field 
Interviewer(s): Capt  (Pilot Member) 

Lt Col  (Investigating Officer) 
Date: 7 Oct 15 

:  This is a non-privileged interview with  being conducted on 7 October 
15 at 2340 by Captain  for the safety investigation board convened 
for the recent mishap.  
We’re investigating the mishap involving a C-130J that occurred on 2 October 2015. 
This investigation is being conducted under the provisions of AFI 91-204 solely for 
the purpose of mishap prevention and to determine all factors relating to the mishap 
in order to prevent recurrence. 
A promise of confidentiality is not being extended to you.  Your statement can be 
released to any subsequent investigation of this mishap and may be released to the 
public pursuant to a Freedom of Information Act request. 
Do you understand that a promise of confidentiality has NOT been extended to you? 

: Yes. 
: For the record, would everyone present introduce yourself by stating your name, rank 

and affiliation with the board, starting with the witness? 
: I am  Dyncorp civilian, air traffic controller. 

: , Tower Chief, Dyncorp, Jalalabad. 
: LtCol , Investigating Officer for this mishap. 

: And Captain , Pilot Member for the Safety Investigation Board.  
Alright.  Um we’ll just start with a broad question.  If you could just tell me 
everything you remember from the night of the crash, beginning with the initial 
interaction you remember with Torqe 62. 

: Ok. Um.  Initial interaction with Torqe 62 he, uh requested that I pass, um, his 
information over to positive launch.  Um, so he tells me 5 over 5, and requests that I 
call positive launch and pass that to them.  So I call positive launch tell them Torqe 
62 requests positive launch he’s 5 over 5 they say approved and initials.  And then I 
relay that back to torqe 62.  Um so that’s the first time I spoke to Torqe 62.  And then 
um later he called ready for departure he wanted a 31 departure um to the northwest 
so I back-taxied him full length for 31.  He got all the way down there, made his 180, 
called ready for departure.  I cleared him for takeoff. Um it appeared to look normal, 
he sounded fine, engines sounded good.  Um, shortly after taxiway Alpha, that’s a 
little past midfield, he uh rotated he was airborne and um he still looked fine all the 
way to departure end.  Um There’s lights set up at departure end so you can still see 
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you know the, I guess the uh the silhouette of the aircraft and it was completely 
horizontal, looked fine, no issues there, and then you lose him in the lights after that.  
And he doesn’t use IRs so if you try to put NVGs on him after departure end, right 
there, you’re not gonna see anything, he’s gone from there.  Umm. And I had no other 
traffic in the area besides a UAS way to the south, like 20 miles out so there’s no uh, 
pertinent traffic to issue him.  And I normally wouldn’t speak to him until he passes 5 
miles, he’ll call for a frequency change.  So shortly after, um, he crossed departure 
end ,you uh, he uh, I heard a, uh, like a blank key up, he keyed up, he didn’t really, 
there’s no words, it was inaudible, you didn’t hear anything and then that went away 
and then maybe, I don’t know, 4 to 5 seconds later is when he keyed up and said 
“Torqe 62 going down”.  You can tell he was distressed, he said it very quickly and 
umm, right after that, I don’t know, maybe 4 seconds after, is when I saw an 
explosion to the north and that was the last time there was any contact. 

: Ok.  So the, the mic keys, you just heard the, the two? 
: Yes. 

: Ok.  Do you know what the weather conditions given to them were? 
: Um.  I’m not precisely sure.  Um.  They normally ask for it.  He was already on 

station before we took relief.  Um if they need weather information they’ll request it.  
Um, We always make sure to give them, you know, the runway, wind, altimeter.  
Those are the, you know, the minimums.  So, uh, if they request, they usually request 
it on the way in and if they’re staying for a while they’ll request it on the way out.   
But they never requested it.  It was VFR conditions. 

: Do you know how long they were loading, I guess, when your changeover was, how 
long they’d been loading vs how long they loaded while you were… 

: I’m not sure when he got there.  When we took relief at 1145 local, he was already 
there on the ramp.  Um, I’m not sure howf, exactly, uh, how soon after he requested 
his positive launch.  I might’ve been 10 minutes after shift change. 10-15 minutes, so 
close to midnight.  So I’m not exactly sure how long he was loading. 

: Ok. 
You said the only traffic was the UAS 20 miles out? 

: Approximately, yes. 
: ok. 

Did you have any issues with PL?  Do you know who you talked to? 
: I can’t remember the callsign, its usually, uh,  but it wasn’t that night.  

You talking about positive launch? 
: Uh-huh 

: Mm-hmm.   
: Ok. 
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: I can’t remember their initials but they approved it and I passed that.  I always pass 
the initials to the pilot as well. 

: Ok. 
Did you um see, I guess for the departure, you said the, they took full length. 

: Yes. 
: Do you know if it was static or if it was a rolling takeoff.  Did you hear the engine 

roar before they actually started moving? 
: It appeared so, yes. 

: Ok. 
And then, As far as the ground roll on the runway, everything? 

: It appeared normal. 
: Ok. 

: They usually rotate close to Alpha taxiway when they depart 31 and that’s right 
where I saw them rotate. 

: And do you know what their planned flight path was upon departure? 
: They requested uh Bravo sector so that’s northwest.   

 
: And so for 31, is that a right turn? 

: That’s a Left turn 
: Left turn out 

: Slight left turn 
: Ok. 

: I, I may have missed it.  You might have said it.  Can you estimate their position 
and/or their altitude when you first heard their inaudible, short mic click. 

: Not sure.  If I had to estimate umm after the last time I saw him departure end it may 
have been, it’s probably 5 to 10 seconds after that. 

: Ok.  That’s all I have. 
:   oK 

If no one has any further questions, I’d like to conclude the interview. I’d like to 
remind you again that you were not offered a promise of confidentiality, and that your 
statement is NOT protected and will be released to any follow-on investigation of this 
mishap, and may be releasable to the public subject to the Freedom of Information 
Act. We request that you refrain from discussing your testimony and any information 
shared with you today regarding this mishap to avoid the possible spread of 
incomplete and counter-productive information until the board has adjourned. Please 
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notify the board immediately if you become aware of a possible release of 
information. Thank you very much for your time. 

: Thank you W11
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R2.2.  SIB NON-PRIVILEGED INTERVIEW – 7 OCT 15 
SIB Interview of Mr. 
Role: Ground Controller 

Jalalabad Air Field 
Interviewer(s): Capt  (Pilot Member) 

Lt Col  (Investigating Officer) 
Date: 7 Oct 15 

:  This is a non-privileged interview with  being conducted on 7 
October 2015 at 2315 by Capt  for the safety investigation board convened 
for the recent mishap.  
We’re investigating the mishap involving a C-130 that occurred on 2 October. 
This investigation is being conducted under the provisions of AFI 91-204 solely for 
the purpose of mishap prevention and to determine all factors relating to the mishap 
in order to prevent recurrence. 
A promise of confidentiality is not being extended to you.  Your statement can be 
released to any subsequent investigation of this mishap and may be released to the 
public pursuant to a Freedom of Information Act request. 
Do you understand that a promise of confidentiality has NOT been extended to you?  

:  Yes 
: For the record, would everyone present introduce yourself by stating your name, rank 

and affiliation with the board, starting with the witness? 
: , Dyncorp, civilian controller 

:  , I’m the assistant site manager and tower chief, Dyncorp 
International, Jalalabad 

:  Lieutenant Colonel , Investigating Officer for this mishap 
:  Alright 

:  You as well 
: Captain , pilot member for the Safety Investigation Board from 

Little Rock, Arkansas 
: Alright we’ll just start out if you can uh just give me a description of what you 

remember from the night starting with the first interaction with Torque 62. 
: Uh pretty much the first interaction with Torque 62 they called up and said hey we 

need positive launch they said five over five which means five pax and five other 
packages, could be regular boxes, kicker boxes which is the, kicker boxes are those 
black boxes that people, provided to people to ship stuff home or other containers so 
that’s what we call for the positive launch, we called them and told them and then just 
said it’s approved and we relayed the information to Torque 62 and after that he 
asked for taxi instructions. And he back taxied to runway 31, line up and wait and at 
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that point  just cleared Torque 62 for launch and then I could hear him go by 
because he’s all blacked out he had no nav lights on so you just, you could hear him 
power up, he rolled, went by the control tower and then from my point of view in the 
tower, there he had the background lights so you can see its silhouette when it passes 
by, so we saw that and at that point, I just scanned the horizon and then I was still 
sitting down, that’s when I was sitting down on my side which is position two and, at 
that point not sure at what point on the runway he rotated at, and he did a quick key-
up, it was a quick key-up or, he just keyed up real quick, nothing, no audio nothing, 
then not sure how many seconds later maybe a second maybe two seconds later, 
keyed up one more time, this one’s a little bit more extended, but in the background 
you can hear him actually like straining, grunting, *grunts* and that point I was like, 
just, I was just like, I was like, wonder what’s going on in that cockpit, and that point 
like he maybe another second or so later that’s when he keyed up this time was like 
“Torque 62 going down”, he kept on, he still had it keyed up for maybe another 
second, that point, that’s when, when he said Torque 62 going down that’s when I got 
up out of my chair, I stood up and started scanning some more of the horizon cause 
I’m not sure if he’s gonna go, where he’s gonna go down, I was assuming that he.. he 
took off and when he said he’s going to go down, I just assumed he’s going to belly 
land it so we’re looking for maybe possible debris or the sand where possibly dust 
would start coming up, but then just cause I was looking towards the departure end 
and when he impacted is more about, probably about 30 degrees offset from the 
extended centerline and that’s when the explosion happened. And at that point I 
called out to  and said hey I’m ringing the crash phone, I ran to the crash phone, 
and I activated the crash phone. Just gave uh, the control tower, crash, this is control 
tower with an off station crash, said it twice.. said “Torque 62 C-130, Torque 62, C-
130, on station crash, the following personnel acknowledge, first one was security, 
nothing, nobody called, nobody rogered up from security, next one was fire 
department, fire department they gave their initials, then medical and medical didn’t 
roger up either, so then at that point I just said all personnel secure the net, so at that 
point I didn’t relay souls on board and fuel on board or if they had any hazardous 
cargo on board, we just didn’t have any information to relay their information on the 
activated crash phone, so it’s just, just activated and hopefully, fire department would 
go out there to the scene. It happened, to me it just happened, it happened slow, but in 
reality I guess it happened quick with those three key-ups, cause the first initial key 
up was a quick flick, the second key-up was extended, no audible with it, then the 
third one that’s when he said Torque 62 going down, and then you could just hear, 
him continuously keying up, and I’m not sure if he released it or it just went silent 
when he impacted the ground, just one instance where we couldn’t tell at what point 
of the fl-, when he lost flight or if he unkeyed, the transmission stopped when he 
impacted the ground so, but everything, the ELT went off and everything too so I’m 
not sure don’t recall how long the ELT was going off, but it was going on for a while 
and uh, and we did our blanket transmission calls over JAF tower’s frequencies, and 
we did a in-the-blind call on guard too just saying we’re conducting a EFT so, but 
when I was ringing the crash phone  notified the chief controller, I’d say not 
even less or within a minute of impact, the outgoing controllers came up already 
cause they went to chow and they were coming back, and they saw the reflection, the 
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glow on to the control tower, and at that point they knew something, a mishap 
happened, and they came up and say probably about I’m not sure but both of them 
came up and  was right behind them so it was just, it was quick. I’m not sure 
how quick it was but, it’s, you know, the events happened pretty quick, but for some 
reason the transmission part for me was probably the slowest for me, cause most of 
the time you don’t, when pilots depart they don’t really, they never key-up 
whatsoever, unless they gonna say hey we’re gonna take this around or we’re gonna 
come back and land full stop, just, but that was the interaction with Torque 62, up 
until impact. 

: Okay. So you said that the, let’s see, that the key up is not normal just to give an off 
the deck call usually or anything? 

: Not really. I know Air Force pilots don’t do it, but most Naval or Marine Corps pilots 
when they’re night time or IMC conditions they’ll say like dash two up, or dash two 
on the go, you do that it’s just one of those carrier based aircraft that they do to notify 
ATC that they’re, that the last aircraft has lifted and stuff like that, so it’s not really 
expected of Air Force pilots or civilian pilots to do that. Okay. 

: So on the third mike key could you see where he was when he said he was going 
down? 

: Negative that’s when I got out of my seat and that’s when I started scanning the 
horizon cause, my assumption is that he continued off to off the departure I assumed 
that’s gonna continue going runway heading so that’s where I was looking at and 
that’s when the impact happened it was offset to the centerline the runway that’s 
when I assumed that he’s gonna be this way and he was about a half mile maybe a 
mile off the departure end but he ended up over this way, so. 

: Do you know, estimation of how long it was before the explosion and the going down 
call? 

: I’d say probably within maybe a second and a half, maybe within a second, like I said 
he keyed up torque 62 going down and continuously he continuously had it keyed 
then not sure if the transmission ended because he let go or due to the impact so.. 

: OK. Let’s see. Which runway did they land on, 13 or 31? 
: Uh when they not sure that was the other crew that had their full stop but majority 

wise they come in 31, it’s a lot easier for them to come in 31 
: And is it normal to take off 31 as well? 

: Yes, it usually all depends on the pilot. You know wherever their destination is 
usually bases which direction it is and the wind, but the wind has been calm so it’s 
pilot choice on that one if he wanted to take 13 or 31. 

: Do you know the weather conditions on the night that you, did you give it to the pilot, 
did they ask for it? 

: I don’t recall but most of the time they usually ask for outside air temperature, so, I 
don’t recall what the outside air temperature was, but most of the time we have it on 
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display in front of us so we just relay that to the pilot and you know, and like I said 
depending on the pilot temperature too which way he wants to take off. 

: So you said the winds were calm? 
: Yes, they were calm. But I sky condition and visibility were better than 5000 and 5. 
: But you just the temp was the one thing. 

: Yes the temperature I just don’t know. 
: Was there any significant traffic at all when they departed? 

: No, no traffic. 
: Any reported.. 

: No, we didn’t have anybody in the vicinity. 
: Ok. Do you remember who you talked to getting papa lima, were there any issues 

getting papa lima? 
:  got the papa lima but there was no issue. He just said hey torque 62’s requesting 

papa lima five over five and then the guy gave his initials, he said approved and gave 
his initials and  relayed that to torque 62. 

: Who do you usually call for papa lima 
: It’s just on the board it just says positive launch. So, not sure if it’s they’re squadron 

that we call or if it’s a C-130 hub that we call, but it’s on our phone, phone-tree it just 
says papa lima, positive launch and we just call that number. 

: Okay As far as their departure, could you tell if they took full length of the runway? 
: He back taxied to 31 so he took the full length of 31 
: Ok and could you see if it was, or tell by listening if it was a static departure or if? 

: That, uh, I don’t know, but he taxied out and I didn’t observe him taxi out but he, I 
was, just doing my flight data stuff I was looking for like forms and stuff like that too, 
having that stuff ready stuff like that, so, but when he, but before he departed that’s 
when I could hear him do his engine run up and at that point I sat back down. We 
heard him go by, I heard him go by the control tower then when I looked up, when he 
passed us I saw a silhouette of the, of his tail pass and then just looked and, and that’s 
when all the transmissions happened so I’m not sure how, how many seconds after he 
rotated to when he did his first key-up and then his second key-up and his last 
transmission so. 

: Everything I guess from the departure that you noted was standard? 
: Yes. Yes. 
: Nothing that was, no sounds that were different? 

: No, no different. 
: Usually C-130s when they say they’re ready for take off they usually take the extra 

maybe about 15, 30 seconds to do all their checks, so that’s always expected of a C-
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130, when they say they’re ready for take off they always do their extra checks and 
then they start their take off roll but that night they were blacked out so it’s hard to 
tell the whole aircraft profile usually they have, certain aircrafts will have nav, nav-
aid lights and formation lights on their aircraft to visually see them but he was 
blacked out. 

: OK. My last question, do you know what their planned flight path was, were they 
doing a left turn out, right turn out? 

: That I don’t know. Not sure where their final destination was they most of the time 
they don’t tell us where they’re gonna go, they just want their runway and they’ll, 
when they taxi out usually he’ll ask for left or right turnout at that point too and the 
controller will approve them left or right turnout. 

: OK. And so you just don’t know if he said left or right 
: That’s the part that I don’t recall either. 
: OK.  

: Not really a question but at the very beginning you said you were number 2 position, 
could you just explain for us what the two positions are? 

: The number two positions, the upstairs, the positions are marked the one that’s when 
you come up to the tower the most left position is number two, the most right position 
is number one and the back of the computer screens they have the numbers in back of 
it saying position one and position two. 

: Roger Are the jobs different or is it just where you guys are sitting? 
: Pretty much just where we’re sitting. 
: Ok. 

: Okay Alright that’s all the questions I have, I’ll read the conclusion statement. 
:   If no one has any further questions, I’d like to conclude the interview. I’d like to 

remind you again that you were not offered a promise of confidentiality, and that your 
statement is NOT protected and will be released to any follow-on investigation of this 
mishap, and may be releasable to the public subject to the Freedom of Information 
Act. We request that you refrain from discussing your testimony and any information 
shared with you today regarding this mishap to avoid the possible spread of 
incomplete and counter-productive information until the board has adjourned. Please 
notify the board immediately if you become aware of a possible release of 
information. Thank you very much for your time. I really appreciate 

: You are welcome 
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R3.2.  SIB NON-PRIVILEGED INTERVIEW – 7 OCT 15 
SIB Interview of Mr.    
Role: Ramp Coordinator 

Jalalabad Air Field 
Interviewer(s): TSgt  (Loadmaster Member) 

Maj  (AFSEC Representative) 
Date: 7 Oct 15 

: This is a non-privileged interview with  being conducted on 7 October 
2015 at 1810 local by Tech Sergeant  for the safety investigation board 
convened for the recent mishap.  
We’re investigating the mishap involving Torque 62 that occurred on 2 October 2015. 
This investigation is being conducted under the provisions of AFI 91-204 solely for 
the purpose of mishap prevention and to determine all factors relating to the mishap 
in order to prevent recurrence. 
A promise of confidentiality is not being extended to you.  Your statement can be 
released for any subsequent investigation for this mishap and may be released to the 
public pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act request. 
Do you understand that promise of confidentiality has NOT been extended to you?  

: Yes 
: And For the record, would everyone present introduce yourself by stating your name, 

rank and affiliation with the board, starting with the witness? 
: , civilian, I work for 

: Tech Sergeant , Safety Investigation Board Loadmaster 
: ,  Movement Control Supervisor 

r:  Major , Safety Center Rep 
: Ok so starting with questions. So start off, just tell me what happened from the time 

they arrived. 
:  Alright, they arrived at basically by 2315 which was on the 1st and everything was 

normal, uh, working ramp, boarded the aircraft, briefed the crew on the load plan 
what was going up, um, and he advised me to what was going out stuff like this, and 
we exchanged load packets like we normally do and I advised him on the sig-serve 
pieces that was going on, the hazmat pieces that was going on, I was talking to staff 
sergeant ,  at that time, so after all that, we started the 
download. Everything went fine, and upload started um, there was questions about 
the um the weight.. umm.. so they went up to their workstation up front, I don’t know 
what the technical name of it is but you know they put in the weights and stuff like 
that so after I don’t know five minutes or so ten minutes still was some questions 
about it at that time, at that time we had boarded the pax, put 5 pax on there, ok. They 
got situated, still they were still working with the load plan I guess one of the pilots 
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had came down, I don’t know which one it is, if I’d saw a picture of him I’d know 
which it was, but there was… I’m not going to say concern but they were calling I 
guess to get permission to carry the load back, to get to get approval, in the meantime 
we were conversing back and forth, at this time it was me and Senior Airman was it, 

, I think was his name, and I had suggested that if there was any 
weight problems he could take pax off, um he wanted to see the load plan for the 
second leg of that aircraft coming in ‘cause he thought he could switch some around 
so they would be able to take the five and five, five containers first flight, five 
containers second flight and after I had gone to the edge of the aircraft and told my 
lead at that time , he ran back to the office and got the second load 
plan and brought it out, and Senior Airman  looked at it and said it wouldn’t 
make any difference if we had you know switched anything else out like that. So after 
a couple of minutes it seems that they got approvals and everything was ok with the 
upload, so at that time we began the upload. 5 containers total weight was 39,386 lbs, 
ok. 

:  Did any of the loadmasters tell you who they were gonna get approval for, from? 
:  No. They were saying they were calling to get approval. 

:  And then, did they change like any of the pallet positions of any of the original load 
plan? 

:  Yes.  
: Yes 
: I’m referencing the load plan right now if you wanted me to say that. This was the 

original load plan right here, ok? Everything was fine with it all he did was move the 
first back. That’s all he did. Nothing else and pax in right here. As you can see he 
moved that back. 

:  So he moved from position number two to position three? 
:  Correct. Nothing else was switched or anything like that. So everything else stayed 

the same, all he did was move from position two to position three with the five pax on 
there. 

:  Alright, um. I just wanted just to clarify ‘cause I don’t have your statement in front of 
me, were you still outside when the plane took off? 

:  When the plane took off? 
:  Yeah.  
: Yes.  I was outside 

: Did you hear things that weren’t normal to a C-130 taking off? 
:  I can say hearsay, but only thing I heard was the thud. It didn’t sound like the normal 

cause you, where we’re located, I don’t know if you been on our alpha ramp? 
: Yeah 
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: You can… it’s a distinct sound when those things land and take off and it just it 
didn’t sound the same. All we hear, actually when it when it hit it just sounded like 
somebody had dropped a pallet outside. That’s what it sounded like. 

: So I have no further questions for you, so thank you very much. 

I’d like to remind you again that you were you were not offered a promise of 
confidentiality, and that your statement is NOT protected and will be released to any of the 
following investigation of this mishap, and may be releasable to the public subject to the 
Freedom of Information Act. We request that you refrain from discussing your testimony and 
any information shared with you today regarding the mishap to avoid the possible spread of 
incomplete and counter-productive information until the board has adjourned. Notify the board 
immediately if you become aware of a possible release of information. And thank you for your 
time. 
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