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Supplement VIII

The HRickenbscker Story



INTHODUCT IOK

Une of the great newsstories of 1942 was that whieh told of
Golonel Hddle Rickenbacker's ill-fatad survey tour of the South Pacific
mres duripgz October ard- Hovember of thnt year - oé kow the Calonel's plane
dinapoeared into tha aen whila carouie to Centon Ysland Zrom Hawali;
s how the pnneengers znt orsw took o lifs-rafis; and of how, after
floating for twenty~two dsys ani being ziven un for lost, they were fin-
slly rescued snd returnsd to the Unitad 3tntes, The Douth Facifle wing
of the Alr Trang?oft Comasnd slsyed s very cousldersble onri in thet story -
and thereby gained more wublicity them by s11 of 1ts other 1942 accomplish-
nents, nany of which were netuslly s grest desl more aignificent end im-
portant,

Ariefly, the facts of the Hickenbacker story were s« follows,
Zarly in the fall of 1942, Colouel Rickenbacker, famed flying ace of
World ¥er I and president of Eaatern Alrlines, wro eeked by JSecretary of
War 3%imgon to carry out an officisl survey of morale and aerial‘tactics
in tue Pacific combat thestre, Accompanisd by Colonel Hans U, Anderson,
Colonel Rickenbeeker thersupon oroceeded %o Jan Frﬁnziaca, Cslifornie,
and thence to Howail by Pen-Anmeriecsn Airways Elipﬁﬁf;

At Hickem Field, Hawntil, Seventh Air Force Headguarters assigngd
tc Colonal Rickesnbacker s B-17 sirvlsne - due to be returned Lo the

United 3tates after having completed » tour of duty in the Faeific

1 PThe ¥set Comgh Wing, AAF ATC: 4 Hiatory, =n undocumented menuscript
prepared by Hajor George E. Durnc, Special Services Ufficer, West
Coast Wing, in 1943,
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area - amda veteran Pacific ferrying crvew, Hembars of the crew vere

Uaptain Willlam B, Cherry, Second Lieutenant James U, “hittaker, Second
Lieutenant John J, DeAngelis, Staff Sergoant &lexnnder T, Xacwmareyk,
Staff Sergeant James W, Reynolds, and Frivate John Bartek? Qf thig

eraw, Captain Cherry - the pilot, Lisutenant Dedngelis, and Sergeant
Heynolde had formerly besn masigned %o Soutq Facific Wing Hemdquarters at
BEamilton Fiel@, Dut had been transferred to the 6th Ferrying Group, Loag
Beach, Calif,, in August, 1942 - in the movement of the 28th Farrying
Squadron to ths latter arganigation?

Un October 21st, the Rickenbacker party left Hickem Fleld, Heuwnif
for Canton Island? They falled to hit the tiny coral stcll, however;
thelr gireraft ran out of fusl; and. they were forced %o land in the sea,
Taking to life-rafts the group immedistely became the object of a wide-
sprend and widely-publicized éea and air search., TFor three long and
harrowing weeks they drifted aimlessiy in the Facific, and were finally
given up far lost., On November 13th, however, a U,3, Bavy fller found
Saptain Cherry - half-deed from exposure and sivarvatiocn - flosting on =

4]
raft in the vicinity of the Ellice Islands, ¥ithin two daye, Colonel

ailve epbagker Trip, manuseript prepared by Captaln
hanry 2, Luna, Headauarters, Eleventh Ferrying Grous, South Pacifie
king, Alr Transport Command, Hemilton Field, Calif,, in Deceamber, 1942,

% Zhe deat Coast bing, Durno, op. cit.
4 ,zﬁglal__xégzgwugﬂwﬁgﬁ Paragranh 2, Headquarters, Ferrying Division,

Air Transport, #ashington, 2.0U., 25 July 1v42, For a discussion of
this movement of the 28th Ferrying Sousdron, see suors, Part III, pages
50 to 82,

Ihe %est Coast Wing, Durmo, gn. git.

TWX, Hspdouarters, South Facific Wing, Air Yransport Commend, Hamllton
?1elu Calif,, to Commsnding @eneral, Air Transport Commsnd, Washington,
0,0,, 1% Hovember 1943,
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Alekendacker mnd the remainder of the survivors - Sergeant Kaczmereyk
had died of salt weter poironing snd etarvation - were picked up in
the same area,

After belng hospltalived at Tutuils, Samoa, for a twoewasl period,
Colonel Rickenbacker insisted upon completing his inspection tour?
Hemdquarters, South Pacific Wing waes ocalled uport to furnish another air-
visne for hig use., On Kovembher 28%kL, #ing Headquarters at Hemilton Field
thersupon dlspatched 4o Samea one of its veteran erews, heasded by Captain
Henry P, Luna, in a United Airlines U—B?? At 3amoa, the Hamilton Fleld
crew wee to plek up Colonel Bickenbacker, asnist him in completing his
round-irin lngpection tour, and then fly him back to the United States,
Hembera of Ceptain Luna's crew - nll of tham assigned to the 11th Ferry-
ing Group of the Bouth Pacific ¥Wing at Hemilton Field, weré? Captain J,%,
Templeton, co-pllot; Hecond Lieutenant Casimir Erasusar, aseigtant co=-pilot;
Cantain Alfred O, Ball, navigator; Technical Sergeant John I, Toomaney,

10
rsdio Onerator; and Pechnicsl 3ergeant Raymond C. Schaer, ongineary,

7 Zbe West Coaat ¥ing, Durne, a3, git.

8 TwX, Headgquarters, South Fscific Wing, 4ir Fransport Coumand, Hamilton
Field, Callf., to Commanding General, Air Fransport Commend, dashington,
R.C,, 1 December 1942,

Operations Ozders Ho, 14, Faragraph 1, Headquarters, 11tb Farrying Group,
Bouth Pacific Wing, alr Transport Commsnd, Hamilton Field, Calif,, 28
Hovember 1942, OCaptain Templeton's rank apreared on this order me “Firat
Llieutenant®, but formel apirovel of his promotion %o Captaln came through
while he was enroute to Samos. {Persopsl Interview, Major Keuneth S,
daliker, Gontract~Carrier Supervisor, Hessdruarters, Facific Piviaston, air
Tranaport Command, Hovembder, 1948, )

10 The Weat Consk ¥ing, Durno, gu. git.

0



Captaln Lupe and his crevw arrived at Semos on Novemwber 29th,
Fieking up Uolonel Bickenbacker, they flew him to Australis via the Fiji
Islande and Hew Caledonia, snd then visited Port Moresby, Hew Guines,
where the Colonsl conferred with General MacaArthur and General Yennsy,
Returning eastward, they stopved st the New Hebrides snd Solomons Islande,
vaused at Bemos long enough to vick un Uolonel Adsmaon sand Sergeant
Baynolde - both df whom were recovering sloyly from thelr ordeal =t ses -
and then flew directly back to Hickem Field, Haweii, At Hickem Field,
Golonel K,C,%, Blessley, Commanding Officer of the South Paclfic ¥Wing,
and Cantain Xenneth 8. Walker, also of Zouth Pecific Wing Hesdsuarters,
met the Hickenbacker party, and sccompanied them on the lust leg of their
trip back %o ths United Statss%l

The Bickenbacker plane arrlved at Hamilton Figld, Califérnia, on
Decémbar 17%h, and wes there met Dy & host of officisl and unefficial
welcomars and répresﬂntativeé of the press. On the following day, Capt-
ain Luna filew the Golonel to Burbenk, Uzliforunia, and thence directly %o
“eehington, U,0, %o report back to Sascretary Stimsonig

The entire affsir brought a grest desl of publicitf o the South
Paeific Wing., In addition, and of eonsiaerabiy graater lmportance, it
taught ving Headaousrters a grest msny vslusble lessons about the proper

procedures of alrplane ditching, the smergency equioment thet overwater

airersft should carry, snd the all-ground technique of gurvival at ses.

i1 1bid.
12 Inid.



Captain Cherry snd other members of the originel Rickenbecker
crew, &% well na Captain luns, drew up complete reporte of thelr ex-
periences, observatione and rscomumendatlons., From their reports, 3outh
Paeifle Wing Headquarters gained n grsat deal of informetion that was to

13 .
prove very veluable in the immediste future,

‘e report

Inmadiately following are an excerpt from Captain luna
aund the complete report compilad by Lieutenant Colonel Allan 4, Barrie,
Operations Officer for the South Facific #ing, from information fur-
nisbad By Captain Cherry, Lleutenanit Deingelils, Lieutenant whittaker,

ané Private Bartek,

13 1nid.



(Left) Colonel Hddiey,..
Rickenbacker staps Pleld
on to the Hamilton i),
debarking ramp on 17,
night of Decamber; South
1942, leaving the upiap
Paeific Wiang C-8% gt
had picked him ued pim
Sawos and returtytey,

to the United Sing}
(Below) The D0lq@en
poses with the lgy
Perrying Group edaci:
that brought him we
(left to right) Tung
sney, Templeton, lagen.
{pilot), Schaer, Hic
backer, Krauser, Eal.
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(Left) Colonel Bddie
Hickenbacker steps down
on to the Hamilton Field
debarking remp on the
night of December 17,
1942, leaving the South
Pacific Wing C-87 which
had pjcked him up at
Samoa and returned him
to the United Statles,
(Below) The Colonel
poses with the 1lth
Perrying Group crevw

that brought him Dackd
(left to right) Tomm-
aney, Templeton, luna
(pilot), Schaer, Ricken~
backer, Erauser, Ball.




HEADRUAKTERS, 2LuVENTH FisaYI¥e ¢ROUP
ARMY AIR FORGES, AIR TBANSPORT COMMAND
Hamilton Fleld, California

Henf gr
Degember 29, 1942

SUBJZCT: HNarrative Revort om ilckenbacker Trip

TG ~Commanding Officer, West Uosst ¥ing, Ailr Transport Uommand
-Commend ing Officer, 11th Perrying Group, Air Transport Command
~Lt, Col, &,A, Barrie, Uffice of A-3, dest lonst Wing, A, T.C,
~O0ffice of 3~3, 1lth Ferrying Group, Air Trensport Command

MRREFARIRR

Take-off was attemnted by Captain Cherry on the night previocus
to the crash, and it wee found during sccelaration for the take-off
run that the drakes were defective, Fower wss cut off, =and the alr-
plane brought to a halt by resorting to grouwnd-locping., Another air-
plane wage provided so that the flight might nroceed most erxpeditiounsly,
This airnlane was s B-17D which wae being returmed to the States to be
used for transition flying becnuse it was obvsolete as a combat aircraft,

The compses had been swung for essterly headings only. The radio
direction finder or redio comuwnse on boerd wse of the old leftright
nointer tyne. There wrs no pelorus or ssiro-compass instsllied, 1 d44d
not determine pocurately how long the crew had been awzke befors the
take~0ff, but I gathered that they were short on sleepn., The second
attemnt to take off was suecegaful, and their flight oroceeded unevent-
fully,.

The %,.T,A. waa about 1000 loecsl time, When the B,T,A, tTan out,
Canton Island, their objective, was still not in sight, The crew then
instituted » search wroblem snd called for #0's, They were unadle to
get an indicatlion of Centon laland's direction on the radio comprse and
asked for DF besrings from Usnton; hovever, Canton wss unequip.ed %o
render this ald due to earliar decommissioning of thila eguivment.
Palmyre snswered this csll with & bearing that placed the szirplane dir-
ectly on a line through Canton and Palmyrs, but there wss ns other bear-
ing svailable to resolve ths airpismne's nosition from a liae of Fosltion
into a fix, Contact wre wnintsined with AACS and Havy stations at all
times on liaison radio ecuinmment, but this was of no material sid since
no other rpdic bearing could be taken,



Cantain Cherry feathered hia two outboerd propellers in an
ettenmpt to conserve fuel. “hen only = few minutes gasoline remained,
Gantain Cherry made a power-on stall landing. The cccupants of the
airplane immediately abandomed shin, The cnly pacsengers injured were
Colonel Eans Adsmeon, and the enlisted men who subsequently died.

Golonel Adamson suffered s sorained back; the enlisted man fell into the
water and ewsllowed salt water, It wes also reported that this enliated
map had gtarted this trip while still showing evidence of belng Jaundiced,
It ig spid that he insisted that he woe well enough to make the trin,

The rafts were succes-fully lsunched from the still floating air.
plans; however, everybody left the airnlsne in such haszte that all emerg-
ency esouipment and ratlons, except for four oranges, were lefi behind,
The airplane did not eink for s period of ‘ten or fifteen minutes, All
stated that they thought the sirplane would sink much faster them it
did, and so 41d not return %5 it for supplies because they thought the
vortex of the sinking plane might overturn the rafts,

At firet, all rafts were leshed together, I% geems thal seats
in the rsfts, and even occupancy of the rafis, shifted considerably
throughout dnys afloat. There wns no water om board any raft, and the
emergency rations which sre supposed to De included in the eouipment
inatolled in )11 rafts wers missing in every Ccase,

Suffering seemed moat acute because of the water shoritage end
the intensity of the sun's rays., This lattsr incoavenience became =0
pronounced that some members of the party Jumped overboard to swim even
though many large sharks wers sighted, In sattemoting %o slash one
shark, Captain Cherry ripned the bottom of his raft, and 1t wes found
thst the repmir kit wes not in suitable condition to memd this slit,

The materisl in the kit seemingly had deteriorasted from age and improser
storage, The sharks were so numerous and bold that Captalin Cherry, who
was sleeping with his hesd on the side of the rzf%, wss strucic by the
t211 of s shark with ruch force that they thought his nose was broken,

An ollailk sheat, if orovided as part of the raft's ecuipment,
could be Tigged upy to sct ss a sunshade during sunny weather and as a
rsinecatcher during rainy hours, Storage of reip water wss a problem,
The bailing bucket could bs used for this, but then it could not be
ugsed for bailing, unless the rain wster was disposed of, An sxira
bucket or wster.container would help considerabley., The varty stored
water by f£11ling their mounths with rain watsr and then sxpectorating
it ints thelr rubhker life wests,



The story of the sufferingzs they endured waz $0ld in Hicken~
backer'!s newgpuaner nccount and will not be repeated here; however,
the men were all suffering from innumerable salt water snd sunburn
sorTes, aspecially on their legs and buttocks, This was sarticularly

true of the men in Cherry's raft because of the constant presence of water
in the bottom of the raft due to the unrepairsd slit,

Some fish were caught on liooks and lines nrovided in the rafis,
but the line waeg criticized as being too light »nd the hooks toc amall
for the preveiling wive of fleh. Some small fish actuplly leapt into
the rafte, and these were devoured slive =nd whole inthe best Harvard
manner, The story of the rescue is history,

WENERBR RN

/s/ Henry P, Lune
[t/ HEBRY P, LUNa,
LCaptain, ailr Gorps

A TRUS EXTR4A0T COFY:

. 2 s
s £tz

Arthur %, Swanson,
lst Lieut,, Air Corps



BaalQUARTERS, SOUTH FaCIFIC wING
AMY Als FORCHS, Alh TRANSPORT COMMAND
Hamilton Field, Cslifornias

December 9, 1942

CHASH LANDING AT BiA

The following information has bean received through conversation
with Captain Bill Cherry, Lt. J, leingelis, Lt, Whittaker, and Pvt.
Johnny Bartek, members of the crew on the ill-fated B-17 which landed
kddie Rickenbacker on the sems south of Cantor Island,

Captain Bil) Cherry, soon after deciding they had missed Canton
Island, in order to conserve gasolline and fly the airplane as long as
poralble, slowed the engines snd the plane to the minimum speed, He
Sontinuad the course given by Badar 5taticn at Canton, end after an
hour or so it became aprarent that a crash landing at sesn would De
necessary, The crew were ilnstructed of this declasion snd preparations
wers made for the landing, ¥hen the inboard engines began %0 spuiter,
Uaptain Cherry pumpned the remaining gasoline to the outboard engines
- and prepared to land with the inboard engines dead, Using outbosrd
engines for asslstance ,he descended as slowly as posdible with the flaps
holding the airplame off umtil it crossed a high wave aud cut the engines,
dropning the sirplane inte the valley., The plane landed tail first aad
then the wing tlips hit the edges of the vallsy., The landing wss nmade
with very 1ittle Jar, the airnlane did not break up, and no passengers
were injured,

A1l erev membersz were at their stations with the engineer in
the companionwey reedy to relsase the 1ifs rafis, The Passengers were
olaced in the rear on matiresses. Upon landing, the engineer released
the two life rafts, installed in the 3-17, and the co~-pilot tock the
two-man raft cut through the top. All members of the party seemed caln
and ecollected, but several things were done which Gaptain Cherry feels

could have been improved upon ané would like to pass on thera experiences
for the aid of others in the event of s trash isnding at sza,

dction A L : The B-17 414 not break un, 1% wes still
sfloat and the tail viaible when the oarty fleated sway out of =sight
some twenty mlnutes later, It is Captain Cherry's opinlon (if time
permite), that the rafts should remsin tied to the zirplane as long zsa
possible, It 1s his feeling that veovle who go down at sea should not
leave their airplane until it is sbsolutely necezsary to do so, This
gives an oprortunity to tske 21l the emergency epuinment from the nlane
and any other varts and pieces that may make 14fe wmors comforiable in
the 1ife raft thereafter, He recommends taking sil emergency fuod
supnlies, water jugs out of the cabin, all ssat cushionr, and all



emergency equipment found remeining in Jjungle kits in the parachutes on
Board, This applies eapecially to knives and any canvas msterisl which
can be used egx a cover snd protection from the sun in the day time and
as & cover to keep warm at nlght, Alse the radio transmitier and any
other signslling device that can be used in an emergency life raft,

Use of the Life Raft: Caeptain Cherry found the five-man life

rafi large enough for about three neople and very stable vwhen paasengers
ware eltting on the bottom of the beat., If the neats which are provided
were ueed, it placed the ¢entsr of gravity so high that waves would turn
the bost over. It wes found that the small two-men 1life raft waz in
reality too small for even one nan, 'The saats on the two-man rsft wers
cut loose and the cmnvas used for the purpose of eatehlng water, He
found that the rubber patehlng material, for patching holeun in the raft,
should be of mors substantial material ss water on the szndpaper moietens
the glue and makes it useless, The rubber cement material szlso evapo-
rates and will not etick to the rsft because of salt from pea water, The
firet-aid kit wee also found to be unsatisfecitory bLecause the sdhesive
materlal had become wet znd lost 1ts sdhesive properties, The method of
fastening first~ald kite to the floor caused scree on their bodies from
chafing when trying to sleep on the bottom of the boat., The bottom of
the raft should bDe smooth without unnecessery obstructions, He found

the fishline and hooker reirieved from ihe Jjungle wite had been wrde for
stream fishing and the hooks large enough for trout but not of sufficient
tize for fighing at sez, The fishlines were rotten snd no sinkers or
lures provided for this tyne of fishing,

Flares: The flsres availsble on the boat were about 40% duds,
and it le falt that the flares for sueh purpose be counstiructed of material
thot will stend continual dreaching in sea water, as the bosts turned
over anid sea snray continually washed over the edge, keeping the sculp-
ment constently wet, The Very pistol should be made of brassz to keep
it from rusting. The flares vwhen fired should be almed beck away from
the boat or at lesst down-wind in such a way thst the flares will not
land on or near the rubber boats as they are very hot and the magnesium
paterial will burn under water,

_!\, BLXYUg +§; »: g & | RCY ; ment: A1l Stations
should have an active exhibit of all emergency esuipment in the eirnlane,
A shori lecture on the use of thils eculvnent should be required., This
lsature should inelude the method of inflating reféae, collecting water,
which in this case war done by w'lowiag the rein to soak into their
clothing and then squeezing it inte & canvas asover, From the canvas cover
it was poured into an emuly flnre eartridgs case, thence taken 1ato the
mouth =nd squirted into the small ;ir opening in the Mae West 11fe vest
as no other water conialner vwas aveilabla, At one tims Captain Cherry
had as much as a cuart of water stored in thisz menner in the 11fe vest,
Hp feele that 1f a larger nlug vere vulcanized imto the life vest it




wonld be much easier to carry water in this manner, Definite inatructions
ghould be given all ferry craws in the method of sbandoning ship s0 that
the location of all emergency eguipment will be known, making 1t easler
to get all this equipment aboard the 1ife raft. The greatest require-
nent for thia party was water, They never at any time had enough water
to drink, The normsl ration of water wes one ounce in the moraning and
ope ounce in the evening: this ratiop being measured from empty flare
shells which were used for drinking eups, for bailing the boat, and for
other purposes, Ceptain Cherry feels that one of the most important
additions to the life raft eguipment would be an 8 x 8 rubberized mat-
erial to be used for the purpose of eatchiag rain, It should be con-
structed in such a way that 1t could be used as a sall attached to the
oar handle and az a protection from the sum in the day time and cover
from the cold at night., In this lunstance, a sail was used by taking a
shirt and cutting it out for sall purposes., This doubled the speed of
the raft,

Lt, DeAngelis complains that the parachutes were not completely
equinved, Knowing that a landing at sea was necessary, he planned to
teke all the emergency equipment possible, However, upon examining
all the Jungle kits in parachutes on board ha found that knives had
been stolen from every kit, Captain Cherry had the only knife on board
and these other knives slone would have anved a great desl of euffering.
Be feals that anyons caught rifiing s jungle kit in a parachute should
be severely punished, The engineer, Johnuny Sartek says that svery bit
of clothing available should be taicen aboard the 1ife raft, euch as
leather coats, shirts, sweaters, exira psirs of pants, etc., as they
serve 28 a protection from the sun im the day time and m=ke it possible
to keep warm at night, He also feels that people should wiar thelr
shoes and kesp them on ns long as vossible even in the life raft, tsk-
ing them off & few hours each day un$il their fest become accustomed to.
the sun and are covered with s good tan,

1%t is recommended thet:

8. 4 4-inch flange of rubberized materipl be vulcanized to
the outside of the ref{ at a 45 degree angle to the
water to prevent the sea spray from coming over the edge
and inte the bottom of the boesmt,

L. The seates which are too high be eliminsted.

g. First-ald kits should be on board and in water-tight
containasrs,



L.

Hetal pateches with yubber in Detwsen be supolied with
screws to be used 4in such s way that the patches can be
aoplied to both sides and ecrewed down, similar to the
method of patching a eingle tube byclele,

A canned heat water dietllling unit be made & part of the
emergency eauipment, It will make s quart of water every
20 minutes, :

All this equipment be waterproof, as they were wet 333
hours out of 24,

The handle of the bucket should have more cork than it
now contsins,

A great deal of cord should be supvllied as all loogse art-
ielas must be kept tied to the boat,

Bings of sufficient strength should be atizched to all
loose articles such as knives, oars, water bottlee, and
other equipment or they will be 193% in heavy seas and
from over-turned boats,

Rubberized canteens should be pddel for the purpoese of
holding water,

Mae Wont 1ife vests have two larger plugs vulcenized in
guch a way that they can De used as water contalmers should
1t bYecome necessary.

The addition of smoke bombs as a signal device for day use
and Puzeen to De nsed ss nlght elgnals,

A fishing net is absolutely essentisl and should be factemed
by a patent arrangement %o the oar.

A spear should glso bs added as fish were availabdle near
the boat at all times and could be caught with a spear,

All matal material should he of brass or bronze as the
knivas and guns wers rusted within one helf hour affer
the trip had startad in the life raft,



Comments?l

Several things hapvened oa this trip of such a2 miraculous
naturs that Captain Cherry feels they should be recorded for the general
interest of all,

"A man may stert as en Athelst passenger in a rubber boat but
if he returns he will return a Christian.* Several evidences of Pivine
aid brought out this feeling.

During one periocd, after four or five days of storm at ses, in
vhich the boat was capsized by twenty-foot waves, 1t seemed imposeible
to live another night under such circumstances., €Captain Cherry and
party earnestly prayed for calm westher, MNorning found the storm had
clearsd and they weare flosting on a calm, peaceful eea, This condition
lasted for five or six daye, in which the boat was becalmed and the
water supsly had disappeared. The situation was besoning desperate for
food and water; the ouestion of wanter beiag the moat serlons as they did
not fsel hunger possibiy due to lack of exercise, But water wes an ab-
solute necessity and for six deys no ratn hed fasllen. Captain Cherry and
others again began earnestly praying for subsistence snd rein, apd in
the afternoon a cloud formed out of nowhers over the boat and down came
enough water to keep them going again for several wore days, The same
thing happened with food; thers were fish all around the boet but fish
hooks had been snapped off, fish lines were rotten, and the hooks 1z
the first place were made for trout and stresm fiashing and not for deep
sea fishing, After earnest nrayer for food, two barracuda Jjumped in
the boat and a bird landed on Eddie Rickenbacker's head and was easily
caught by him,

These strange hapnenings, he feels, should be recorded as a
part of thelr exnerience,

Subaiatence: Several fish wsre caught by haond but got away.
Captain Cherry says that if he had a small spear he would have been
able to cateh fish all day long at any time., He found the livers and
lungs of these fish were good to eat. He later learned that the natives
practically live on this nart of the fieh, Also, that sharks, although
sasy %o catch and not vioclous in that area, are inedible even for a
sterving man., The meat 1s leathery,has a very dlsagreeable odor and the
taste is particularly putrid, They were unable to eat any part of the
shark except the liver and the eyes. Here again he found that the natives
on the islande only est the eyes and the liver of the shark. The eyes
are considered a delicacy,

A TRUE COFY: ‘ /s/ ALLAR A, BAKRIE
» I F ~ /t/ Allan A. Barrie
THUR B. SWANSON Lt, Col., Alr Corps

1st Lieut,, Air Corps Operations Officer






